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MR SPEAKER: She is Ms Sarah Ahmad. She has done tremendous

job in child protection.
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MS ZAKIA KHAN: Thank you so much. Mr Speaker! First of all
I would like to congratulate the Chief Minister Punjab for
becoming the first woman Chief Minister of Punjab. It is an honor
for us. (Clapping and interruptions)

Mr Speaker! We all are very proud of this. At the same time she
has earned it and she has worked hard when the party went
through very difficult times.

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER: No cross talk, please.

MS ZAKIA KHAN: She activated the party; she organized the
party; and it is due to her own hard work that today she is in a
position that the party nominated her to become the Chief
Minister. I congratulate her for her honesty and hard work. It is
with the blessing of the...

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER: No cross talk please, Rana Shehbaz Sahib.

MS ZAKIA KHAN: It is with the blessings of our leaders Mian
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif and Mian Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.
It is because of our workers that the party has been strengthened
today and has been united. I would like to congratulate Mr.
Speaker and the Deputy Speaker for becoming the Speaker and
Deputy Speaker of the Provincial Assembly, all the Cabinet
members, her team members of the Muslim League and all the
workers who worked so hard to strengthen the party and today we
are in a position to serve Punjab and to serve Pakistan. Secondly, I

would like to talk about the budget. The budget is very well



222 101 2024 &A-22

planned. It has been planned throughly and in a difficult time
which is very difficult to plan any budget and for any Chief
Minister to take over in a crisis which the Pakistan is going
through and so is Punjab and we all have to. I request the
opposition and the government to join hands to strengthen the
Punjab and work together to get out of these difficult times and
show maturity. We have to respect their leaders and they have to
respect our leaders. The time has come we should stop doing all
this and concentrate on work, work and work, and nothing else.
We cannot afford all this “Halla Gulla” which goes on in the
Assembly. We are wasting time and we cannot afford to do that. I
again request we have a very mature person who is like a brother
to me ‘The Leader of the Opposition” and I know with his
leadership the opposition will show much more maturity. We
have also done something which we should improve and they
should improve also. On environment, I would say the Chief
Minister has given priority and in her speech: she has given a lot
of attention to the rural areas. The rural areas are like dumps.
They need a massive cleanup job and we need to get rid of the
plastic bags and all the dumps but we have to also provide them
with space where the garbage in all the villages can be collected
and piled up in the place because if we clean up and there is no
proper handling of the garbage there is no point and again it will

be the same story over and over again. So we have to do it
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systemically. Secondly, I would say that in our previous
government of Mian Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, the World Bank
gave us loan of 200.75 Million dollars on a one percent basis to
environment. We should find out what happened to that money
and to that loan which was given to Government of Punjab and we
should try and use it on projects and where our honorable
members have been talking about the smog. If Los Angeles and
England can clear itself of smog so can we. Punjab has no choice
but to work on these areas of smog, cleanliness, environment,
climate change and by growing trees. It is an important factor in
all this and we have to work on it very seriously and find out that
really what happened to that money which is quite a bit of sum of
money allocated for the environment and we should utilize it.
Secondly, I would say that agriculture is very important. It is the
backbone and during COVID it was agriculture which sustained
us. The factories were closed. There were electricity outages and
shortage of everything but due to agriculture we sustained
ourselves and everybody knows that Punjab is the center of
agriculture where it provides the main food i.e. wheat to whole of
Pakistan. We should work on the wheat projects, we should work
on the seed, we should work on the machinery and give some loans
to the farmers to improve; especially when the rice is growing and
the stubs are left. The stubs are burnt that adds to the smog. So, the

farmers should be helped with the machinery to plough in the
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stubs rather than burning the rice stubs. Secondly, I would say that
one has to concentrate a lot on the seed and do a lot of research.
We have a young agriculture Minister who is very well
entrenched in agriculture and knows a lot about it but there is a lot
of room for improvement and we should sustain ourselves and
have surplus wheat rather than ever having shortage of wheat in
Punjab. The other thing is that we must have silos. Our wheat is
wasted because we don’t have proper storing system. We need to
have silos in every district as many as possible, especially in the
wheat growing areas.

(SAA 2z 131)
MR DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please carry on.
~ MS ZAKIA KHAN: Population is the most serious problem that
Pakistan is facing today. It is the fifth populous country in the world
and we have to concentrate on population. It is just not a question of
number but it is a problem of human welfare, development, poverty,
employment, malnutrition, health, abnormal urbanization, and wide
range of social problems. So, it is a problem that Pakistan is facing
today with which everything, I mean, every department and every
institution is connected. We are going down because of the rate of our
population growth. We have to give priority and seriously think how
to control it taking on board the Scholars and religious leaders. We
have to work with them.

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER: Wind up please.
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MS ZAKIA KHAN: Mr Speaker, give me some more minutes. You
know you have been giving time to others quite a bit and I have one
or two things more to say. I request for a little more time. So, this
should be on the top of the list. The other thing is where women are
concerned. I would say that a lot of laws have been made for
women. There are laws and we have given a lot of reforms but the
implementation of these laws is not there. We have to implement
those laws and reforms where women are concerned because there
are cases which are happening every day.
_(}nuﬁ}l/:L"nuﬁ}action//‘agng)g)m’bfLu?;f
We have to punish people; set example, and see how these laws
are implemented where women are concerned. One more thing
that I would like to say is that our women MPAs should be taken
on board. They should be given funds and they should be given
work so that they can contribute to their party, country. They
should be taken on board and I would say they that women should
be given jobs should if not equal at least half what is given to the
elected MPAs. You should take the women on board. It is the big
asset that we have.
Lu/,»&q;(@/ui’?.ﬂuj“gfiiéu:&’tﬁfu:f,,.:/_,u’
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We want to contribute. We don’t want to just sit. There is much
more but I would again say that the budget is well planned and we
can move forward and do good to Punjab and work hard all of us.
Thank you so much.
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