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Mr. Speaker! Thank you. | may be permitted to speak in English.
I represent the backward rural area of Southern Punjab which has been
devastated by the recent floods thus pushing the people already living
below the poverty line into a more difficult and tough circumstances.
Since we are here to give suggestions for the coming budget, | feel there
is need for a more careful choice of priorities, better implementation and
more efficient delivery of services.

Mr Speaker! I would like to request the Finance Minister to keep
special allocation of funds for the rehabilitation of flood structures in our
district so that bunds could be constructed along the River Indus. This
would require at least 3 to 4 billion rupees. The Hill Torrent
Management is essential so that future flood disasters can be prevented
in the areas like Taunsa where the structures and outlets need
improvement and maintenance. A scheme of Rs.250 crores has been
presented to the respective departments. If this scheme is implemented it

would restore 2 million acres and also provide another 2 million acres for
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cultivation. For the protection of Jampur and Dajal Towns for future
flood disaster at least 2 billion rupees should be allocated and schemes
for the provision of 1122 facilities may be considered for Jampur and
Fazilpur Towns. Here | would request the Finance Minister to allocate
special funds for the Rajanpur tribal area. It is bordering Balochistan and
the people living here are deprived of the basic facilities like roads,
schools etc. and they must be given their due rights for development.
Primary education and health care needs special emphasis. The
managerial sector needs improvement in both. The structures are present
the input is there but the output is absent. The ghost schools and ghost
BHUs without staff and facilities are the major problems resulting in
high maternal and child mortality. Female MBBS graduates must work
with Maternity and Childcare Centres so that the health facility
particularly in remote areas could be improved. Coming to the
empowerment of women although we have hired the Minister for
Women Development, yet there has been no fund allocation and no pro-
women targeted schemes were made in this direction in the ADP.
Women empowerment is only possible by ensuring financial stability.
My humble suggestion is that a Standing Committee should be
constituted for women development which could look after the issues of
the women and the children. It is the responsibility of the State to provide
welfare funds for the destitute women who are living below the poverty
lines, who have been abandoned by their husbands and are raising their
children single handedly. I also request for blocked allocation of funds
for micro-financing. Micro credit facilities should be made available for
the women of rural areas. The Social Welfare Department and Women
Development should coordinate with the banks to provide "Karze-
Hasna" to women and they should also arrange for their training in

Poultry, Agriculture and Crafts to ensure optimum utilization and easy
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repayment of loans. The Cottage Industry should be encouraged to make
the women financially independent. The Grameen Scheme which was
implemented in Bangladesh has very successfully been improving the
economy of the country. | suggest that the same scheme should be
implemented all through Pakistan and as we have great potential for
Cottage Industry the funds of the lady MPAs should be allocated for pro-
women targeted schemes. Education is the key to empowerment. Female
literacy rate remains very low in Pakistan at about 42 percent. The
Constitution guarantees the education of children between 5 to 16 years
and education should be provided to the girl-child at the doorstep.
Vocational Training Centres should be opened wherever there are
informal schools or literacy centres so that the mothers can learn skills
for income generation while the children study. Child Care Centres
should be provided for the women by the Government and all employees
at work centres to facilitate women workers. Similarly, Crisis Centres
should be put up at tehsil level throughout the Punjab with psychiatric
assistance. Well targeted programmes for poverty alleviation should be
provided by the state to improve livelihood for the poor people. Poverty
mapping should be done throughout the country and targeted relief
should be provided. The social security programmes should be provided
to protect the vulnerable sector of the society and the social infrastructure
may be improved. We need to strengthen the Irrigation and the
Agriculture infrastructure. Inadequate investment and ineffective use of
available resources exist. There is a dire need to improve agriculture and
agri based industry as we are basically an agricultural country, our main
objective and focus should be on Agriculture Sector. The Constitution of
Pakistan exempts taxation on agriculture. Agriculture tax should not be
put on farmers as it will further burden and incapacitate the already

suffering community. They should instead be facilitated with subsidies
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with regard to seed and fertilizer procurement. A budget expenditure on
road, energy health, and education accounts for only 14 percent of the
total spending in Pakistan as compared to global average of twice the

amount.

~u? Awind uplusta ¥ Gl
DR ASMA MAMDOOT: The Kala Bagh Dam must be constructed
and genuine positive efforts must be made in this direction to obtain a
consensus between the provinces and a media campaign should be
carried out to remove all wrong presumptions in this regard. The
Pakistan tax collection is amongst the lowest in the world i.e. 10.2
percent targeted programme should be implemented to alleviate these
problems. Human resource development again is an important issue
especially with regard to Southern Punjab. Proper training programmes
should be provided for Teachers, Nurses, Paramedics, Lady Doctors and
LHVs. Nursing Schools should be made in D.G Khan and Rajanpur. It is
requested that at least fifty percent quota should be kept for the local
students of Southern Punjab in the D.G Khan Medical College. | would
request the Finance Minister to evolve a transparent system for the
delivery of funds to the Southern Punjab and to ensure that the projects
and schemes are completed. Lastly, | would request the Finance Minister
to allocate funds for the expansion and development project for the Bibi
Pakdaman Shrine. It is a privilege and honour for us to have the Shrine
of the daughters of the fourth Caliph of Islam in Lahore and the project
cost should be sheered by the Punjab Government. Thank you. Pakistan
Zindabad!
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