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DR. AMNA BUTTAR: Mr. Speaker thank you very much for 

giving me the opportunity to speak regarding the Budget before I 

start my discussion on the budget I want to pay tribute to my 

leader Mohterma Banazir Bhutto Shaheed because without her 

efforts and sacrifice, dedication, and wisdom none of us would be 

here today. I also want to pay tribute to Quaid-e-Awam Zulfiqar 

Ali Bhutto Shaheed as, it is his vision and his sacrifices that are 

keeping Pakistan safe and keeping Pakistan where Pakistan is 

today. ◌ٰI Mr. Speaker through you, before I congratulate Finance 

Minister, I want to congratulate the Leaders of two major parties 

in Pakistan Co-Chairman Asif Ali Zardari of Pakistan Peoples 

Party and Mr. Nawaz Sharif of P.M.L (N). I also want to 

congratulate Chief Minister Mr. Shahbaz Sharif. My highest 

commendations and heartiest congratulations to Finance Minister 

Mr. Tanvir Ashraf Kaira in his… 
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DR. AMNA BUTTAR. Mr. Speaker I officially ask your 

permission to speak in English. 

MR. SPEAKER: Go ahead. 

DR. AMNA BUTTAR: Thank you. My highest commendations 

and heartiest congratulations to Finance Minister Mr. Tanvir 

Ashraf Kaira for preparing and presenting this budget that is a 

glorious and stupendous budget and this is a  budget that is a 

historic budget and in the history of Punjab this is a most 

balanced and complete budget. This is a budget that bridges the 

gap between “haves” and “have: nots”. This is budget that is poor 

friendly and gender sensitive and provides short term subsidy of 

17 billion rupees to poor and oppressed, and also provides long 

term development projects especially to the poor families and 

especially this budget is important because it has come at a time 

when for past 8 years the poor people of Punjab have been 

suppressed and oppressed by the hegemony of dictatorship and 

sham democracy. This is a budget that is a silver lining at the end 

of the darkest clouds in the history of Punjab. For past 8 years we 

have been suffering and now there is a ray of hope and also this 

budget is unique because this is a budget that is presented by a 

coalition Government. It gives us hope that this budget coalition 

which a micro-cosm of the coalition Government; we can serve 

together and work together and make it possible and Insha-Allah 

with this budget we will have a prosperous Punjab and we will 

have progress. There are many points of this budget that I want to 

highlight but my esteemed colleagues have already highlighted 

most of them. I will focus on few departments that I am 

interested in and I will first highlight the points of budget and 

then give some humble suggestions for those departments. As a 

Medical Doctor, I have practiced for many years in America and 

have started three different healthcare programmes in three 

different states in America and also was serving as an Advisor to 

Secretary of Health in the United States of America. I know a 

little bit about healthcare management. In healthcare, I want to 

say that this is very commendable that the budget has been 

increased for health department, and also the most commendable 
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part of this is that it gives attention to poor; providing free 

medications to poor is going to give great relief for poor.  
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DR. AMNA BUTTAR: The main part of this healthcare 

expenditure is to provide relief to poor people. It will be 

giving the emergency services to all districts and this is 

highly commendable. I want to point out the biggest 

problem that we are facing the plague of hepatitis B+C.  
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