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We were talking about the GRBI and the GRAP Programme and the 

Common Wealth Parliamentarians Programme. These were the 

programmes which internationally attached to Pakistan simply because 

we wanted to build the capacity of the women politicians and the 

women in general to have a better capacity to earn. 

Sir, I would like to focus on that and when I focus on that we 

are proud to say that this is the Government which took the initiative of 

bringing millions of rupees into the gender sensitivity. We are trying to 

assess whether the budget is responding to the females at all or not.  
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MRS SHAZIA CHAND: Bismillah Erehman Urahim. Thank you Mr. 

Chairman, sir, for providing me the opportunity to speak in this Honourable 

House. So I open my speech with the voice of the Holy Quran verse 78, Surah 

'Nahal'  

م b تعلمون شياً و جعل لکم السمع واbبصار و اbفدة والله اخرجکم من بطون امھتک
  Oتشکرونم لعلک

When God created you knew nothing. He gave you the ears, the eyes 

and the hearts so that you may be thankful to Him. Mr. Chairman, we bow our 

heads to Almighty Allah, for his blessings that we are able to present the fifth 
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consecutive budget of Punjab in the history of Pakistan. Like the previous 

year's budget, this year's budget has the main focus on the economic 

infrastructure development which will generate revenue for the Punjab by 

invigorating the momentum of the economic activity. This happened only due 

to the able leadership of Pakistan Muslim League Government, the 

commitment of President, Pervaiz Musharraf and PML Leader President Ch 

Shujaat Hussain and Parvez Elahi Sahib for developing the whole Nation and 

especially the Punjab Province on the strong footholds so that we can live like 

a strong Nation, like a strong country in this world. What is more important is 

the fact that the revenue surplus of the Punjab is continuously increasing. The 

expected surplus for the year 2007-2008 is 36.24 percent higher than that of 

the 2006-2007. This is primarily on account of the higher revenue collection 

and the better expenditure management thereby providing more funds for the 

expenditure on development side. Now Mr. Chairman, I want to discuss some 

very important sectors of Punjab Government and first of all education. 

Everybody knows that education plays a major role in the development of any 

nation. Therefore, our Government has developed a very serious plan for 

restructuring of the Primary Education system which was being managed by 

traditional system where Matric and FA was considered the basic 

qualification, the required qualification for a Teacher. Now the Government 

has changed the system and now minimum required qualification for the 

Teachers is BA, B.Ed. Moreover, 50 thousands Teachers have been recruited 

during the last 3 years and in the coming years more than 25 thousands 

Teachers will be employed in the primary sector education. To monitor 63 

thousands schools, 900 mobile units have been made for the regular 

monitoring of all the schools. 

Mr. Chairman, in Higher Education the Government has spent 2 

billion rupees and almost the same amount has been earmarked for the year 
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2007-08. It is our Government, our Chief Minister's vision that the female 

girls students would get a stipend of Rs.200/- in 15 districts of the Punjab and 

this was done only to enhance education among the women folk and we are 

really thankful to God that we have got very good results. In the same way, 

the Government has allocated more than 2 billion rupees for the general 

universities to facilitate the upcoming Graduates. 

Like education, I want to discuss on the Health sector. The 

Government has planned a Health Reforms Sector Programme and I want to 

mention here that the Government has made every step to revitalize the BHUs 

and Basic Health Centres. Special incentives are given to the Doctors who are 

serving in these BHUs and Rural Health Centres and the Chief Minister's 

good intentions can be seen from the increase of the budget which is 

51percent more than that of the previous budget. In agriculture sector, Mr. 

Chairman, we are receiving very good results and almost 5 percent increase in 

the growth rate has been seen in this sector. In different crops the farmers 

were trained a special website i.e www.agripunjab.com.pk has been 

developed for the formers to get the maximum and have more yield per acre. 

Mr. Chairman, this budget is considered to be the welfare budget because the 

total emphasis is on the welfare; on improve of the common man. Chief 

Minister's Income Support Programme for the poorest of the poor, the 

development and proprietary rights... 

MR CHAIRMAN: Time of the session is extended for 30 minutes. 

MRS SHAZIA CHAND:     For the non-regular Katchi Abadis, the land 

grants for the rehabilitation of the poorest of the poor in the rural areas, 15 

percent increase in the salaries and 15 to 20 percent increase in the pension 

for the retired employees, all these programmes, all these facilities are meant 

to increase and enhance the living standard of the people of Punjab. 
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Now, Mr. Speaker I want to give some suggestions. These are not my 

suggestion rather I want to make some requests. My first request is this that 

Government should take every step for the construction of the dams otherwise 

the whole nation has to suffer in the supply of electricity and water sanitation. 

My second request is that the Government has allocated a very huge amount 

for the Police Department and Police Reforms should be checked to get the 

maximum positive results. The establishment of the industrial estates is a very 

good step of the Punjab Government and to get the maximum positive results. 

All the facilities and all the infrastructure should be given to the industrial 

estates. 

MR CHAIRMAN: Please wind up your discussion within one minute. 

MRS SHAZIA CHAND: Ok, within two minutes I am going to wind up 

my speech. I would were to give. Two more suggestions Like Federal 

Government, the Punjab Government should also upgrade the clerical staff of 

the Punjab so that they can compete with the employees of the Federal 

Government. My last suggestion is this that working women should be 

facilitated because they are providing the double duty with their male 

counterparts and separate transport system should also be provided to them as 

early as possible. 

Mr. Chairman, In the end I want to congratulate his Highness 

President, Pervaiz Musharraf and His Excellency Ch Parvez Elahi for keeping 

very close liaison with the elected representatives and giving full attention 

towards their genuine demands. 

Mr. Chairman this is the last and fifth budget of this present 

Government and we are satisfied with the performance of our previous years 

because we have done our work with great devotion, dedication and 

determination for the uplift of the society and for the people of Punjab. I am 
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hopeful this will surely lead us towards another successful tenure of 5 years 

under the leadership of Pakistan Muslim League.  
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The World Bank endorsed the poverty line and found that 

34.46 percent people were living below the poverty line in 

year 2000-01. It is also obtained that the poverty line and that 

24 percent of the people were living below the poverty line in 

2004-05 amongst identicals to the Planning Commission 

estimates of 23.9 percent.  
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The service of world renowned Poverty Expert Professor 

Nanak Kakwani, Director of UNDP International Poverty 

Centre Brazil was hired by the UNDP to independently look 

into the estimates of the Planning Commission. He also 

authenticated the poverty estimates for both the years 2001 

and 2004-2005 as per the methodology used by the Planning 

Commission. The DFIB Consultants also endorsed the 

methodology employed by the Planning Commission.  
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Total size of general revenue receipts, I would you very specific Jahanzeb 

Bhai...and debt stock 56 billion, which implies that it was 193 percent more of 

our general revenue receipts. I won’t be going into detail till 2002-03 and I 

can assure you that it was 100 percent and above.  
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It was 193 percent in 1990 and it is now 74.84 percent. As far as the debt 

swap or savings are concerned, the net fiscal space which we have generated 
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by our better financial management. That is 24.244 billions and it includes the 

effect of loans which we have taken.  
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