PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PUNJAB

Bill No. 14 of 2010

THE PUNJAB MINISTERS (SALARIES, ALLOWANCES AND PRIVILEGES) (AMENDMENT) BILL 2010
A

B i l l
to provide for the amendment in the Punjab Ministers
(Salaries, Allowances and Privileges) Act 1975.


Whereas it is expedient to amend the Punjab Ministers (Salaries, Allowances and Privileges) Act 1975 (XLI of 1975) for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is enacted as follows:-
1.
Short title and commencement.– (1) This Act may be cited as the Punjab Ministers (Salaries, Allowances and Privileges) (Amendment) Act 2010.


(2)
It shall come into force at once.

2.
Amendment in section 7-A of the Act XLI of 1975.– In the Punjab Ministers (Salaries, Allowances and Privileges) Act 1975 (XLI of 1975), hereinafter referred to as the said Act, section 7-A shall be substituted by the following:-

“7-A. VIP flights.– (1) The Chief Minister may use an aero-plane or helicopter of the Government.

(2)
The Chief Minister may allow a Minister, public servant or any other person to use an aero-plane or helicopter of the Government.


(3)
Notwithstanding anything contained in any law for the time being in force, an aero-plane or helicopter of the Government shall not be used, managed, controlled or administered except with the approval of the Chief Minister.”

3.
Amendment in section 9 of the Act XLI of 1975.– In the said Act, in section 9, in sub-section (2), clause (c) shall be substituted by the following:-

“(c)
requisition, at the cost of the Government, an aero-plane or helicopter of the Pakistan Air Force or the Federal Government, in accordance with the rules made in this behalf by the Federal Government;”

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS


The VIP flights are the property of the Government of the Punjab. The Chief Minister is the Chief Executive of the Province and being the Head of the Government, he should be able to regulate the use of the aero-planes and helicopter of the Government. Furthermore, it is mandatory under Article 250 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan that the privileges of the Chief Minister or a Provincial Minister shall be determined by law. Till todate utilization and regulation of VIP flights have not been determined by the Provincial Assembly of the Punjab through legislation. The regulatory framework for the use of the VIP flights of the Government is being proposed in the draft Bill with a consequential amendment in section 9 of the Act ibid. 


The existing section 7-A of the Punjab Ministers (Salaries, Allowances and Privileges) Act 1975 provides that the Chief Minister may import or purchase a duty free car with engine capacity upto 3200 cc for his personal use. The Government has decided to delete this provision which was added through an amendment in 1996. Hence this Bill.
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