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PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PUNJAB

Bill No. 3 of 2009
THE PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PUNJAB PRIVILEGES (AMENDMENT) BILL 2009
A

Bill
to amend the Provincial Assembly of the Punjab Privileges Act 1972 
(II of 1972)

Preamble. – Whereas it is expedient further to amend the Provincial Assembly of the Punjab Privileges Act, 1972 (Punjab Act II of 1972), in the manner hereinafter appearing;
It is hereby enacted as follows:-
1. Short title and commencement. – (1) This Act may be called the Provincial Assembly of the Punjab Privileges (Amendment) Act, 2009.
(1) It shall come into force at once.
2. Amendment of Section 17 of Punjab Act II of 1972.– In the Provincial Assembly of the Punjab Privileges Act 1972, after sub-section (1) of Section 17, the following may be added:-
“However, in case of woman Member, she shall be entitled to visit hospitals, dispensaries, health centers, social welfare offices and educational institutions for girls located within her home District with previous intimation.” 
Statement of Objects and Reasons

1.
It has been noticed that sub-section (1) of section 17 of the Provincial Assembly of the Punjab Privileges Act 1972 (Punjab Act II of 1972), the privilege to visit the hospitals, dispensaries, health centers, social welfare offices and educational institutions for boys located within his constituency has been enacted for making entitled to the male members of the Provincial Assembly of the Punjab. However, the women members have been deprived of such privileges. In addition to that, the constituency of the women members has not been defined under the Law. Therefore, it would be imperative if the women member is awarded with the privilege to visit the above said institutions situated in her home district with previous intimation.
2.
It would be pertinent to point out that such a Bill was introduced in the Assembly during its last tenure and was considered in the concerned Committee on 19 April, 2006. After detailed discussion the Administrative Department had assured the Committee that the Bill would be initiated by the Government itself. Although a period of two years has elapsed yet the Government has not taken initiative to move this Bill in the Assembly.

3.
In view of the above, the matter being of public interest has been reopened in the shape of the Bill for consideration by the Assembly as recommended by the Committee on Law and Parliamentary Affairs.
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