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PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PUNJAB

Bill No. 2 of 2009
THE PUNJAB SOCIAL SERVICES BOARD (AMENDMENT) BILL 2009
A

B i l l

to amend the Punjab Social Services Board Ordinance 1970 
(Punjab Ordinance II of 1970)

Preamble.– Whereas it is expedient to amend the Punjab Social Services Board Ordinance, 1970 (Punjab Ordinance II of 1970), in the manner hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1.
Short title and commencement.– (1) This Act may be called the Punjab Social Services Board (Amendment) Act, 2009.

(2)
It shall come into force at once.

2.
Substitution of Section 18 of Punjab Ordinance II of 1970.-- Section 18 of the said Ordinance shall be substituted as follows:-

“18. Annual Report.-- (1) The Board shall, as soon as possible, after the close of every financial year, submit an Annual Report to the Government on the conduct of its affairs for that year.


(2) The Government shall cause a copy of the Report to be laid before the Provincial Assembly for discussion on such date as may be fixed by the Speaker.”
STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS
1.
The Preamble of the Punjab Social Services Board Ordinance, 1970 (Punjab Ordinance II of 1970) provides that the Social Services Board shall be established to promote social welfare to coordinate and integrate social welfare programmes and to provide an opportunity to the citizens at large participating in Social Welfare movement.
2.
The functions of the Board are very important such as to formulate policies with regard to the objectives of the board; to plan, coordinate, integrate, evaluate and intensify social welfare programmes in the Province in collaboration with public and private sector. 
3.
The Ordinance also lays down that professional and technical assistance and grant-in-aid shall be provided to those voluntary social welfare Agencies which work on non-profit basis for this purpose.

4.
The Ordinance ibid suggests that performance and functions of welfare Agencies shall have to be evaluated and monitored through a mechanism of check and balance. This law also makes provisions to control the raising and utilization of funds by voluntary social welfare Agencies for social welfare objectives and to develop mechanism for their audit; to train social workers in theory and practice of social welfare; to arrange and control study tours abroad of social worker; to secure
PTO
enactment and change of laws relating to social welfare and to inculcate in the citizens of the Province, particularly the students and the youth, the spirit of serving the cause of Social Welfare with dedication.
5.
In view of the above, it seems appropriate to make it mandatory for the Government to cause a copy of the Annual Report referred to in Section 18 of the said Ordinance to be laid before the Provincial Assembly for discussion on such date as may be fixed by the Speaker.
6.
This step would go a long way in streamlining the activities of the Social Welfare Board as the members of the Assembly would suggest ways and means to make the working of the Board more efficient.
7.
The proposed amendment, if enacted and brought into operation, would tend to accomplish the concept of Supremacy of Parliament in letter and spirit.

8.
Hence this Bill in the public interest. 
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