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PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PUNJAB

Bill No.16 of 2008

THE PUNJAB IRRIGATION & DRAINAGE AUTHORITY (AMENDMENT) BILL 2008
A

B i l l

to amend the Punjab Irrigation and Drainage Authority Act 1997

(Pb Act XI of 1997).
Preamble.– Whereas it is expedient to amend the Punjab Irrigation and Drainage Authority Act, 1997 (Pb Act XI of 1997) in the manner hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-
1.
Short title, and commencement.– (1) This Act may be called the Punjab Irrigation and Drainage Authority (Amendment) Act, 2008.

(2)
It shall come into force at once.
2.
Addition of Section 15-A in (Pb Act-XI of 1997).– In the Punjab Irrigation and Drainage Authority Act 1997, after Section 15, the following Section 15-A shall be added:-


“15-A Annual Report.– (1) The Annual Performance Report of the Authority shall be submitted to the Government on the conclusion of the calendar year to which the report pertains.

(2) The Government shall cause a copy of the Report to be laid before the Provincial Assembly for discussion on such date as may be fixed by the Speaker.”

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS
1.
The preamble of the PIDA Act, 1997 (Pb Act XI of 1997) provides that the said authority shall be established to implement the strategy of the Government of Punjab for streamlining the Irrigation and Drainage system; to replace the existing administrative setup and procedures with more responsive, efficient and transparent arrangements; to achieve economical and effective operation and maintenance of Irrigation, Drainage and Flood control system in the province; to make the Irrigation and Drainage network sustainable on a long-term basis and introduce participation of beneficiaries in the operation and management theory.
2.
The PIDA was established in the year 1997, i.e. eleven years hence. It is now a matter of common knowledge that the purpose for which PIDA was created at a huge cost of billions of rupees has not been able to achieve its objectives. Resultantly, the Irrigation and Drainage system in the Province is undergoing deterioration gradually causing loss to the Government exchequer to the tune of billions of rupees without any tangible output for the benefit of the people.
3.
In order to apply the mechanism of checks and balances, it is imperative to monitor and evaluate the annual progress of performance of the said authority. Therefore, as first step, it has been proposed to add a provision in the existing law i.e. (Pb Act XI of 1997) making it mandatory for the Authority to place its Annual Report before the Assembly through the Government for discussion and to enable the members to suggest ways and means to streamline its performance.

Hence this Bill in the public interest.
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