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A
Bill
further to amend the Punjab Vagrancy Ordinance, 1958.
It is necessary further to amend the Punjab Vagrancy Ordinance, 1958 (XX of 1958) for the purposes hereinafter appearing. 
Be it enacted by Provincial Assembly of the Punjab as follows:
1.	Short title and commencement.– (1) This Act may be cited as the Punjab Vagrancy (Amendment) Act 2025.
(2) 	It shall come into force at once.

2.	Amendment of section 2 of Ordinance XX of 1958.– In the Punjab Vagrancy Ordinance, 1958 (XX of 1958), for brevity referred to as ‘the Ordinance’, in section 2, after clause (d), the following shall be inserted:
“(da)	“organizer” means a person who organizes or employs or causes to employ one or more person or child for the purpose of vagrancy;
“(db) 	“person” includes a transgender person as defined in the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2018 (XIII of 2018);”.

3.	Substitution of section 10 of Ordinance XX of 1958.– In the Ordinance, for section 10, the following shall be substituted:
“10. Punishment for organizing, employing or causing a person or child to ask for alms.- (1) Whoever, being organizer, employees or causes:
(a) a person, without any injury or incapacitation, to solicit or receive alms or uses him as exhibit for the purpose of soliciting or receiving alms, shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three years and fine up to three hundred thousand rupees but not less than one hundred thousand rupees and in case of default of fine, the offender shall undergo further imprisonment of six months; or
(b) more than one person, without any injury or incapacitation, to solicit or receive alms or uses them as exhibit for the purpose of soliciting or receiving alms, shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to five years but not less than three years and fine up to five hundred thousand rupees but not less than three hundred thousand rupees and in case of default of fine, the offender shall undergo further imprisonment of six months; or
(c) a child, without any injury or incapacitation, to solicit or receive alms or uses him as exhibit for the purpose of soliciting or receiving alms, shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to five years but not less than three years and fine up to five hundred thousand rupees but not less than three hundred thousand rupees and in case of default of fine, the offender shall undergo further imprisonment of six months; or
(d) more than one child, without any injury or incapacitation, to solicit or receive alms or uses them as exhibit for the purpose of soliciting or receiving alms, shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to seven years but not less than five years and fine up to seven hundred thousand rupees but not less than five hundred thousand rupees and in case of default of fine, the offender shall undergo further imprisonment of one year; or
(e) one or more than one person, or child with any injury or incapacitation, to solicit or receive alms or uses such child as exhibit for the purpose of soliciting or receiving alms shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to ten years but not less than seven years and fine up to two million rupees but not less than one million rupees and in case of default of fine, the offender shall undergo further imprisonment of two years.
	(2)	Whoever, being guardian, employs, connives at or causes a child to solicit or receive alms or uses such child as exhibit for the purpose of soliciting or receiving alms, shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three years and fine up to three hundred thousand rupees but not less than one hundred thousand rupees and in case of default of fine, the offender shall undergo further imprisonment of six months.	
(3)	Whoever, being organizer or guardian, as the case may be, previously convicted of an offence under this Ordinance, is convicted for the same offence, shall be liable to double punishment provided for that offence under this Ordinance.”. 

4.	Substitution of section 19 of Ordinance XX of 1958.– In the Ordinance, for section 19, the following shall be substituted:
“19. Cognizance and bail.– All offences under this Ordinance shall be cognizable and non-bailable, except the offence punishable under section 9 which shall be cognizable and bailable.”.  

5.	Substitution of section 20 of Ordinance XX of 1958.– In the Ordinance, for section 20, the following shall be substituted:
“20. Jurisdiction.– The offences punishable under section 10 shall be tried in accordance with the provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (V of 1898).”. 
STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS
The Home Department intends to curb the menace of organized begging which has been emerged as an organized criminal activity in the Punjab. The issue of organized begging needs to be addressed urgently. In addition, begging in all forms is rampant which is causing deterioration in the law and order situation. Accordingly, enhancement of punishment in the Ordinance ibid is need of the hour. Hence, this Bill. 
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