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PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PUNJAB
REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE-I REGARDING ISSUES ARISEN AS A RESULT OF ILLEGAL OCCUPANTS (QABZA GROUP) ON THE LAND RESERVED FOR PUNJAB JOURNALIST HOUSING FOUNDATION AND 2738 ACRE OF STATE LAND IN HARBANSPURA LAHORE

The issues of illegal occupants (Qabza Group) on the Land Reserved for Punjab Journalist Housing Foundation and 2738 acres of state land in Harbanspura, Lahore were raised in the Assembly on 3-7-2008 and the same were referred to the Special Committee-I for consideration and report. The Committee discussed these issues in its meeting held on 16 July, 2008. 

2.
The following were present:(



1.
Rana Sana Ullah Khan
Convener

Minister for Law & Parliamentary Affairs
2.
Haji Muhammad Ishaq
Member



Minister for Revenue and Relief


3.
Mian Mujtaba Shuja ur Rehman
Member


Minister for Excise and Taxation

4.
Mr Kamran Michael
Member


Minister for Human Rights and Minorities

5.
Mr Farooq Yousaf Gurki
Member

Minister for Information Technology

6.
Ch Shaukat Mahmood Basra, Advocate, MPA (PP-283)
Member
7.
Ms Arifa Khalid Pervez, MPA (W-305)
Member

8.
Khawaja Imran Nazir, MPA (PP-139)
Member

9.
President Press Gallery Committee, Punjab Assembly
Member

10.
Secretary Press Gallery Committee, Punjab Assembly
Member
3.
Mr Safdar Javaid Syed, Senior Member, Board of Revenue, Punjab, Mr Orya Maqbool Jan, Secretary to Government of the Punjab, Information Department, Mr Sajjad Ahmad, DCO Lahore and Mr Mohsin Abbas Syed, Director, Law and Parliamentary Affairs Department attended the meeting as expert advisors. Mr Maqsood Ahmad Malik, Secretary, Provincial Assembly of the Punjab functioned as ex-officio Secretary to the Committee. 

4.
The Minister for Law and Parliamentary Affairs/Convener of the Special Committee welcomed the participants and briefed the Committee about the back ground of the matter to be discussed in the meeting. He said that during the sitting of the Assembly dated 3rd July 2008, the Press Gallery Committee had boycotted the Assembly proceedings. The Speaker, directed Haji Muhammad Ishaq, MPA/Minister for Revenue along with other MPAs to negotiate with the office holder of the Press Gallery Committee. The Minister for Revenue reported in the Assembly that the Press Gallery Committee had informed him that some illegal occupants (Qabza Group) had taken Qabza on the land reserved for the Punjab Journalist Housing Foundation. However, on his assurance that necessary action would be taken against the illegal occupants, the Press Gallery Committee had called off their boycott. He proposed that a Special Committee may be constituted to thrash out the issue. Accordingly a Committee consisting of 10 Members including the President and Secretary Press Gallery Committee, Punjab Assembly was constituted.

5.
The Minister for Law and Parliamentary Affairs/Convener of the Committee invited the representatives of the Press Gallery Committee to present their point of view in the meeting so that the Committee could proceed in the matter. 
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6.
The President and the Secretary of the Press Gallery Committee explained that in ‘B’ Block of the Punjab Journalist Housing Foundation, about 87 plots were in possession of illegal occupants and few plots in ‘E’ Block were also under the illegal possession. They urged the Committee that the plots be got vacated from the possession of illegal occupants and handed over to the members of the Punjab Journalist Housing Foundation. They also added that necessary boundary wall may please be constructed to stop/eliminate further encroachment or illegal occupation. 

7.
The Secretary, Information, was invited to respond to the complaint of the Press Gallery Committee. He explained that there were a total 246 number of plots in ‘B’ Block, out of which 147 plots were under litigation. However, 99 plots were available free from litigation. Moreover, a Housing Scheme named as “Paradise Housing Scheme” had its own purchased land situated in the said ‘B’ Block. On a query by the Minister for Law and Parliamentary Affairs, the Secretary Information, explained that the structures and court case were on board  when land was transferred to Journalists Housing Foundation.

8.
The Senrior Member, Board of Revenue said that statues que shall be maintained and further illegal possession or encroachments shall be restricted with the help of District Administration. 
9.
Ch Shaukat Mahmood Basra, Advocate, MPA contended about the early vacation of state land in Harbanspura from illegal occupants.

10.
The Minister for Law and Parliamentary Affairs, after hearing the Members of the Press Gallery Committee, Administrative Department and having the views of the Senior Member Board of Revenue and Members of the Committee has observed and directed that :−

a)
the cases pending in the Court shall be vigorously pursued in the Court of Law by the Administrative Department. The Law Department shall extend necessary cooperation and assistance to the Department;

b)
no further encroachment or illegal occupancy may be allowed in the land reserved for Punjab Journalist Housing Foundation; and

c)
the DCO and CCPO, Lahore, shall extend necessary cooperation and assistance to the Administrative Department, if and when, it is required.
11.
So far as the issue raised by Ch Shaukat Mehmood Basra, MPA, regarding the complaint of illegal occupancy of state land at Harbanspura, Lahore, is concerned, the same is to be catered by the Government along with the other complaints of illegal occupants as per direction of the Chief Minister, Punjab.
12.
With these observations and directions, the Committee unanimously decided to report to the Assembly, accordingly. 
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